analysis of the news portals as well as through the analysis of some additional research from the interviews and focus group discussions. This data allowed us to retrace the logic of collective thinking. This logic of collective thinking contributed to the formation of a continuous "single issue" protest community which was united by the slogan "do not hand the child to a paedophilia clan". This group of people constantly hindered the governmental institutions from the implementation of the court decision to hand the child to her mother, and over a long period of time its protest arguments expanded from "not handing the child to her mother" to protests against the entire Lithuanian legal system. Further, the third stage associated with formal institutionalization of political party and its rising of popularity among the voters in the 2012 Lithuanian parliamentary elections is analyzed. The analysis stresses the importance of social and personal networks for the regional dispersion of party election results.
INTRODUCTION
The emergence of a new political party is not a frequent phenomenon, and it can be determined by a variety of factors. The contexts of long-term as well as short-term political and societal processes, the cultural environment, values and their changes, and formal institutional circumstances should be taken into account.
Despite the wide range of common factors and circumstances, every new political party formation is somehow unique. The analysis of these cases creates methodological challenges for the researcher and is followed by further trajectories of new insights about the political space examined and provokes comparative research.
This article tries to analyse one interesting and rather specific case of the newly created Lithuanian political party Drasos kelias. This party was created at the beginning of 2012 and successfully participated in the 2012 Lithuanian parliamentary elections by winning 7 mandates. Although the party dreamed about 40 mandates, for some Lithuanian analysts such success party was unlikely. 1 Immediately after the elections, media journalists began a discussion about the emergence of the party and the longevity of its political activity. These discussions forced the authors of the article to analyze the genesis of Drasos kelias. Thus the main aim of this article is to reveal the most important periods of the formation process of the political party Drasos kelias by trying to identify and describe the basic factors important to the creation of the new party. The goals of the article are as follows: first, to discuss some theoretical assumptions which may be useful to the analysis of the new emerging party; second, to describe and discuss the main periods of party formation by taking into account the importance of value orientations, normative environment and the media as a main actor of the process.
Our main hypothesis: The media's activity and its competing discourses were the most important factor(s) in the formation of the political party Drasos kelias.
The initial analysis shows that the case is rather complex and complicated. We decided to combine different theoretical approaches implying different analytical logics to the interpretation of the newly created Lithuanian political party Drasos kelias. There was a need to make a chronological reconstruction of all the developments of the political party. An important reason for this chronological analysis was pragmatic: the reader should be familiar with the long-term processes, 1 The main object of this analysis is the reflections of the story's development in the main Lithuanian news portals. Moreover, the portals themselves serve us in two ways -not only as a research object but also as a tool (we gather the basic information from the news portals). It was important to understand to what extent the media may be called as an impartial mediator and whether the media may be an important actor of the process. As the analysis of further chronological periods showed, two competing media interpretations of the story's events which were escalated in the society were critically important for the further developments of the process. We are testing the possibility of basing the analysis of the first period on the rational choice institutionalism 5 approach. But already analysis of this first chronological period suggested to us that the approach of the other "new institutionalisms", such as historical institutionalism, might be useful for the analysis by discussing concepts of path dependency and critical junctures. For the reconstruction of possible patterns of collective thinking, we used additional research material from the focus groups. Three focus group discussions in various parts of Lithuania were organized in June, 2012. 6 As discussions indicated, their participants were firm enough in reconstructing events although it has passed 2 Authors do assume that sensitivity of the topic within public discourse of Lithuania can lead to ethical problems rather atypical for academic publications. Thus we do stress that the attitudes defined in this article may but not necessarily coincide with personal position of each of the authors. 3 6 The reason for using focus groups interviews was to re-construct patterns of collective thinking. The second chronological period, rallying the community to protest, should be taken as a crucial period due to its consequences. At the same time this period is the most difficult to explain. We assume this was already determined by the developments of the first period. More sophisticated logic of explanation is needed here. Therefore we consider the logic of historic institutionalism 7 to be fruitful here.
It is methodologically difficult to consider appropriate value normative equilibriums within society during the second period of the processes analyzed. Our efforts to interpret them through the path dependency led us to particular results.
As "new institutionalisms" argues, "institutions" are interpreted here as value normative, where "formal" institutions are the actors of the processes, more active or more passive. Media is among the most active actors, as we noticed. Analysing this stage of events, agenda setting and framing theories were helpful again, and news portals remain both, as an object and as an analytical tool. The focus group analysis and the interviews with the participants of the processes were of great use as well. Concretely, in June 2012 interviews were conducted with two activists from the protest community and with the Children rights ombudsman, E. Žiobiene.
Supplementary explanatory logic could be based here on the networking model:
rallying the protest community was both personal (some possible arguments about specific features of neighbourhood where events were happening will be given) and virtual (inhabitants of other territories of Lithuania and also emigrant communities were involved mainly through the virtual social networks).
The third and final stage of political party institutionalization, the formal one, may be characterized by the chronological sequence of facts, such as party establishing, formation of electoral party list, and quantitatively described electoral support. All these aforementioned instruments are the instruments of "traditional"
institutionalism. Rising public support also follows the logic of path dependency.
Additionally, some comparative context is used proposing the categorization of newly formed political party looking for indirect similarities with party formation cases in the neighbouring countries. 7 Ibid.
THE FIRST STAGE OF THE GENESIS OF THE POLITICAL PARTY

DRĄSOS KELIAS: TWO COMPETING NEWS MEDIA INTERPRETATIONS OF THE STORY -"CRIMINAL" OR "HERO"?
According to Karin Sanders, there are several "significant ways the media are agendas. They argued that there should be a close relationship between the issues that voters indicate as important and the issues that the media discusses. 13 On the basis of this research an "agenda setting theory" has been formulated. Its basic argument is that there exists a congruence between the stress of particular problems in the press and the public salience of some issues. This theory pays great attention to the cognitive effects of media, specifically awareness-and information-supplying functions. Because of the lack of direct experience, 14 Media framing theory can be understood as an extension of agenda setting. It is used to describe the effect of the salience of problems framed in media on the ways in which the public thinks and talks about particular issues and problems.
Here, social constructivism serves as meta-theory. It is based on the assumption that media is constructing social realities because it frames images of reality and in a predictable way. 15 As Robert M. Entman writes, "to frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation and/or treatment recommendation for the item described". 16 Individual frames are treated as some "mental clusters of ideas helping individuals to process the information". 17 Long-term and short-term political attitudes are differentiated. They are related to particular issues. 14 Lee Gan Heong, supra note 4; Joe Bob Hester and Rhonda Gibson, supra note 3: 302. 15 Denis McQuail, supra note 3, p. 331. 16 Robert M. Entman, "Framing: towards clarification of a fractured paradigm," Journal of Communication 43(4) (1993): 52. 17 Ibid.: 53 18 Ibid.
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This event already attracted the attention of all the legal authorities as well as of political authorities and the public. On October 6, 2009, messages about the killing of these two people were published in all the media channels. Drasius Kedys was suspected as a killer of the mentioned persons, but he disappeared and was found dead after a half year. As the main motive of the killing, abuse of his child and connections of the victims with paedophilia were discussed. The media reported all the details of the event as well as involvement of the institutions into the solution of the case. Soon society was divided into two groups: those who supported the idea that the killing of two people is a crime and no one has a right to make its own adjudication, and the second group that believed that Drąsius
Kedys is a victim of inactivity of legal authorities and hero who is fighting for his child.
The legal inquiries started then. The mainstream Lithuanian media started to describe and discuss the story every day with day-to-day exposition of the events.
This allowed us to make a simple quantitative analysis of the four news media portals. As individuals that lack individual experience, they should then trust the media to inform them about problems and interpreting those problems for them.
23
Following this logic, it seems to be useful not to limit ourselves by looking for somebody was hiding him; or he was kept in any secret prisons (similar to those of CIA). 22 Karen Sanders, supra note10, p. 190. 23 Gan Heong Lee, supra note 4.
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Not one of the mentioned versions was proven to be correct or properfly rejected. Thus, through long months of its exposure in the mainstream media it acquired all the features of two competing "conspiracy" versions.
As discussions in focus groups showed, the typical logic of the discussants is also dual, coinciding with the two "conspiracy versions" exposed by particular media.
Finally, it is fixed in an understanding of society that the Kedys story is an exclusively important story, but when the facts are "competing" their interpretations are not an object of consensus. The questions remained open, while the discussion in media decreased.
THE SECOND PERIOD: RALLYING THE COMMUNITY TO PROTEST
This period is exposed in the media in a far less sophisticated manner. The controversy is rather simple: "to whom the child should belong". This presentation of the issue has similar features with the so-called Rinau story of 2008: the statement " the child should belong to the mother" was contrasted with "following the court decision" (according to it, the child will be given to the father).
24
However, when analysing this second chronological period of events, it is not enough to explain that the private story of "child belonging" was a sufficient factor for rallying a protest movement. It is sufficient to explain this rallying of the protest movement in society by the intense activity of media or the power of emerging virtual social networks.
No doubt, developments of this period are rooted in the first period. Thus, we think the model of "path dependency" can be used here; events can be explained through the way they came to it.
Thus, is the long presentation of "incompatible versions of conspiracy" by the actively engaged media, besides the sensitivity of the topic ("belonging of the child" with paedophilia suspected), and emerging virtual social networks, insufficient for this story to become a major national problem discussed by Lithuanian citizens in Lithuania and abroad, dividing the public into two "fronts"? Do we have enough arguments to go to the final stage: the formal institutionalization of a new relevant political party?
One more fragment of the events must be described-the "Personal" rallying of the community to protest-besides to the virtual one.
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The processes analysed indicate that the spontaneous action was without any direct influence of any economic or political groups.. As protest action participants testify in their interviews, they "share their own food" and other resources. Thus rallying of action participants, physical proximity and "personal" networking besides to virtual one were very important additional factors influencing the electoral success of the party in the next period of the events (see further).
As is typical for the social networks, the ideas and values positioned are spread immediately. Thus the process is goes more quickly than in older times. Source: prepared by authors, according to the data of www.vrk.lt 30 The data on the number of parties registered for the 2012 Lithuanian parliamentary elections was provided in the website of The Central Electoral Commission of the Republic of Lithuania: http://www.vrk.lt/rinkimai/416_en/KandidatuSarasai/index.html (accessed November 12, 2012). 31 "'Drąsos kelias' politinės partijos rinkimų programa" (The election manifesto of the political party 'Drąsos kelias') (2012) // http://www.dkpartija.lt/partijos-programa/rinkimuprograma2012/ (accessed November 25, 2012).
Similarly, spontaneous social networks initiated protest in Moldova in
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Looking at the voting preferences for Drasos kelias party, there is a clear pattern of geographic proximity. The highest score is in Kauno kaimiškoji (Kaunas rural) electoral district where the protest was taking place. Kaunas City has the second highest score (this is the closest city to the location of the events).
A Single Issue?
At first glance, it seems that Drąsos kelias is a typical single issue party. The clear thread of all the three periods of the party genesis is the theme of paedophilia. Some parallels in terms of similarity of the issue may be visible with a paedophilia case in Belgium when six children died. Powerful protest rallies were taking place in reaction to the events; especially a big protest was in 1996 32 .
However, no political structure was formed in Belgium due to the fact that the problem was gradually solved by legal means.
It can be assumed that in our case during the second period of the process of community protest was concentrated on the issue of children's rights. It is true but only to some extent. One argument is that there were no systematic efforts to talk about the rights of children in general. A second argument is that, after the formal institutionalization of the party, neither paedophilia nor children rights are "single"
issues of the party program. The party is trying to present itself in a very broad spectrum of problems. It is possible to position this party according to various ideological attitudes which are much broader than "children's rights". The party is positioning itself as striving for legal system reform, and proposes particular institutions etc. Issues of the legal system reforms are usually stressed by the party leader in the media. 33 For political analysts the program statements of Drasos kelias party look superficial. The program lacks an ideological platform and serious integrating program statements. 34 However, this party seems rather anti-systemic than a single-issue party.
Protest party? Niche party?
Taking into account the form of the second period of the party genesis, continuous mass rallying, it looks like "protest", or a "niche" party. To some extent, 32 Marc Dutroux (born Nov. 6, 1956, Ixelles, Belg.) Belgian serial killer whose case provoked outrage at the lax response of law enforcement agencies. So intense was the public's reaction that more than onethird of Belgians with the surname Dutroux changed their names. The information was found in the webpage of Encyclopedia Britannica http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/1012618/MarcDutroux. However, it is a kind of convention: Wagner who cites Elias, argues that these kind of parties should be categorized as already "mainstream" since it "alters its problematic offer". However, formation process of the Drasos kelias is rather unique.
Nevertheless, this type of political unit is usually created on the level of political elites, or it is based on the finances of interested business groups, thus marking re-distribution of resources between elites. The Drasos kelias case is different: its supporters were recruited as volunteers offering their own resources.
Perhaps this party can be categorized as proposing legal system reforms.
Especially great attention is paid to the Prosecutors. However, no conceptual proposals are given. They only propose one more controlling institution supervising the recruitment of officials into the groups of Prosecutors, Security Department, courts and different power structures. According to the party, public non-confidence in legal authorities should be solved through seemingly "independent" control, offering also the institution of "special prosecutor". However, a lack of confidence in the legal system is a keynote rather than a single issue; it seems that this lack of confidence is a reflection of broader nonconfidence in state authorities.
Thus the best definition of the Drasos kelias party should be expanded and named as a "single story initiated anti-systemic" party.
GENERAL DISCUSSION
We based our research on an inter-disciplinary and combined theoretical approach. For the particular stages of it, we were basing them on the media agenda setting and media framing, allusions into search for mythology archetypes, also discussing possibilities to use approaches of "new institutionalisms".
When interpreting the first period of the process, we found the explanation that individuals were choosing their interpretation of events individually with the help of particular media. By that, an "equilibrium order" assumption should be taken. 44 Collective positions are formed by aggregating individual ones within institutions (understanding them as value normative frames; here archetypal experiences of the nation are important). Thus developments and consequences of the first period, incompatible "conspiracy versions", can be explained by a rational choice institutionalism approach.
Events of the second period can be explained through the historical institutionalism approach. Concentration on the issue during the first period, discussions in the society quietened down but unresolved issues have formed an institutional environment for the second period. Society was prepared to discuss the problem of "child belonging", and what is legitimate: care of child "by the system", or "protect the child from the system". As Thelen argues, "historical institutionalists see institutions as enduring legacies of political struggles". 45 : the institutions of discursive institutionalism, moreover, are not external-rule-following structures but rather are simultaneously structures and constructs internal to agents whose "background ideational abilities" within a given "meaning context" explain how institutions are created and exist and whose "foreground discursive abilities,"
following a "logic of communication," explain how institutions change or persist". It discovers another way of discussion: "how agents operate within institutions with 'bounded discretion'", and "how institutional environments can shape and even empower agency in change processes".
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CONCLUSIONS
The genesis of a new political party has been reconstructed through analysis of the genesis periods.
In order to reconstruct the genesis of the new political unit in post-communist Lithuania, an inter-disciplinary approach and combination of theories led to a number of methodology challenges and controversies.
The problem of "ontology shift" is evident: media texts should be taken not only as reflections of today's political processes' resounding mythology archetypes and conditions of post-communist society, but also as an active driving force of these processes not only fixing events but also actively influencing them.
It implies also epistemological challenges. Approaches of the importance of values and norms and, at the same time, the will and interests of actors should be used. A number of "new institutionalisms" chosen and applied for analysis of this particular case allow the assumption of both advantages and limits of these theories. Fragmenting the process into its chronological periods, each of them would be explained through path dependency.
When going from period to period, rather static models, fixed in a time flow, occur. It enables an explanation of the events statically rather than dynamically. 46 Colin Hay, supra note 8. 47 Vivien A. Schmidt, supra note 9. 48 Stephen Bell, supra note 8. The second period is characterized by rallying community to protest and longlasting protest action. The logic of historical institutionalism helps to explain this period of the genesis by the events during first period, and, additionally, by networking (neighbourhood cohesive enough, and modern social networking instruments). A shift of the society towards another value normative equilibriumthe fate of the child -could be logically explained by the first period events. For the process actors -undoubtedly media are among most active ones -it was useful to fix the attitude of the society instead of on "who the killer was" towards "the fate of the child".
Both the first two stages are united by an anti-systemic mood and a lack of confidence in the legal system. Ties of the system with a possibly existing paedophilic clan is now an object of discourse, and the point of consensus is that the system works non-professionally.
The third period, the formation of new political party and the rising of political support, does not raise any methodological challenges. When civic action lost its object (there was nobody to protect any more), the political party was already formally institutionalized; the Lithuanian legal system is favourable for new parties.
There were only a few months until the Lithuanian parliamentary elections.
The party Drasos kelias itself can be categorized in different ways: as singleissue, protest, niche, or anti-systemic, but it can also be described as sui generis.
However, if we have a wish to make comparisons, it can be categorized as "single story based anti-systemic" political party.
All in all, reconstruction of the phases of the party's genesis led to construct one important conclusion: competing conspiracy versions of the single criminal story reflected in the media, which played an active role, has recruited a protest society eager to combat paedophilia and the system ostensibly protecting it. The
